
Activity 1 - Poetry terms and examples

Alliteration - the repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of words in a line of poetry

Alice’s aunt ate apples and acorns around August.

Becky’s beagle barked and bayed, becoming bothersome for Billy.

Carrie's cat clawed her couch, creating chaos.
Dan’s dog dove deep in the dam, drinking dirty water as he dove.

Free verse – a poem with no set rhyme scheme or rhythm 

Hyperbole – over-exaggeration in a poem to show intensity of feeling

I've told you a million times.
It was so cold I saw polar bears wearing jackets.

I am so hungry I could eat a horse.
I had a ton of chores to do.
If I can’t get a Smartphone, I will die.
She is as thin as a toothpick.
This car goes faster than the speed of light.
Our new house cost a bazillion dollars.

Imagery – pictures created in the mind by words and sensory information in a poem

The Dark Storm 
A bright silver moon shone down on a calm sea. In the distance the silhouette of the 
Friendship, a collier brig, could be seen picked out against the waves. The sails of the ship 
looked like the flags of a small army preparing for war.
The brilliance of the full moon penetrated the darkest depths of the wood that gripped the tops 
of the cliffs. 

Metaphor – a direct comparison of two unlike things

The snow is a white blanket. 
The classroom was a zoo. 
Her lovely voice was music to his ears. 
Life is a roller coaster.  
The alligator’s teeth are white daggers.  
He is a shining star. 



Time is money.

Onomatopoeia – when the sound of a word resembles its meaning

A sound in my head that I can't describe
It's sort of zoom, zip, hiccup, drip
Ding, dong, crunch, crack, bark, meow, whinnie, quack

Personification – human qualities given to inanimate objects

Lightning danced across the sky.

The wind howled in the night.
The car complained as the key was turned.
Rita heard the last piece of pie calling her name.
My alarm clock yells at me every morning.
The avalanche devoured anything standing in its way.
Traffic slowed to a crawl.

Rhyme – the repetition of the same sound in different words

Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall
Humpty Dumpty had a great fall 

Jack be nimble, Jack be quick
Jack jump over the candlestick 

Simile – a comparison between two unlike things using like, as, or than

What happens to a dream deferred?
Does it dry up
like a raisin in the sun 

As big as an elephant

As blind as a bat
As bold as brass

As brave as a lion
As bright as a button



As busy as a bee

As clean as a whistle
As clear as mud

Stanza – similar to a paragraph in writing, a verse in a song 

Theme – the overall topic of the poem (for the purposes of this unit)


